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! ! Join us for an afternoon of authentic conversation,
meaningful connections, and inspiring stories as women
from diverse backgrounds come together to share their
experiences, insights, and journeys.
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! ! Senator Valencia Applewhite currently serves the citizens
of North Carolina's 19th Senate District. She will join the

Where Are My Girlfriends? panel to share insights from
her experience in public service and leadership.
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{ PAULETTE BRYAN, LCSW }
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! ! Paulette Bryan is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and
Certified TF-CBT Therapist. She will join the panel
discussion to share perspectives drawn from her
professional experience supporting individuals and families.
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{DR. MELANIE C. SHORTER, DDS}

! ! Dr. Melanie C. Shorter holds a Doctor in Dentistry and is
committed to empowering others through education and
service. She will share her experiences and insights on
leadership and community impact during the panel
discussion.
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{ MICHELLE MCKENNEY }
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! ! Michelle McKenney, known as The Skin Alchemist, is an
entrepreneur and beauty professional. She will join the
panel to share insights from her journey in business,

wellness, and personal branding.
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{ AKILAH DAVIS, ABC11 }

! ! Akilah Davis is a Race & Culture Reporter with ABC11 and
will serve as the event emcee. She will help guide the
conversation and bring her experience in journalism and
community storytelling to the discussion.
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! ! Join us for the inaugural Where Are My Girlfriends?
gathering as we celebrate sisterhood, connection, and
meaningful conversation. Choose the experience that's
right for you and reserve your seat today by scanning the
QR code or visiting GirlfriendzConnect.com.
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